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In fluid mechanics…
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In its first 1-2 years, the average 

journal article gets: 

• 100-200 downloads

• 2-3 citations

Data from: Journal Citations Report 2017 (for J. Fluid Mech., Phys. Rev. Fluids, and Phys. Fluids) and Phys. Rev. Fluids online
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How are stories told?
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Image credit: A. Morales

https://unsplash.com/photos/YLSwjSy7stw
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Example Google Image search results
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The 
Ordinary 

World
Image: New Line Cinema
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Images: New Line Cinema, Warner Brothers Pictures
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The 
Ordinary 

World
Images: New Line Cinema, Warner Brothers Pictures, Lucasfilm
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A 
Transformative 

Journey

Images: New Line Cinema, Warner Brothers Pictures, Lucasfilm
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Revelation

Images: New Line Cinema, Warner Brothers Pictures, Lucasfilm
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The Return

Images: New Line Cinema, Warner Brothers Pictures, Lucasfilm
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The Ordinary 
World

A 
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Journey
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The Return

“Here’s a 

strange idea…”

Journey through 

the past to see 

how we reached 

this point

A revelation 

leads us to the 

takeaway

We use the 

takeaway to 

reframe the 

world
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• NPR

• e.g. Radiolab color episode

https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/211119-colors
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Return

• NPR

• e.g. Radiolab color episode

• PBS

• e.g. It’s Okay to Be Smart, “The 

Largest Rivers on Earth is in the Sky”

• Your favorite video essays on YouTube

• e.g. Wisecrack, Pop Culture 

Detective, etc. 

https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/211119-colors
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGurBZ0b6nI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6-ymYjG0SU0jUWnWh9ZzEQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/rebelliouspixels
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Scientists aren’t 

good at 

storytelling.

The hero’s 

journey is a 

common fictional 

narrative 

structure.

The hero’s 

journey can be 

used for 

nonfiction, too!

Following the 

hero’s journey 

makes for better 

science stories.
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Patreon: http://patreon.com/FYFD

Support FYFD and show off your love 
for fluid physics with merch:

http://tiny.cc/FYFDstore

Grab a copy of these slides:

http://nicolesharp.com/talks

Now offering scicomm workshops!
See me for details.
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